
 

Michael Tree - Viola  

 
Michael Tree was born in Newark, New Jersey, and received his first violin in-
struction from his father. He later studied at the Curtis Institute of Music with 
Efram Zimbalist, Lee Luboshutz and Veda Reynolds. In 1954, the New York Her-
ald Tribune wrote, "A 20-year old American violinists, Michael Tree, stepped our 
upon Carnegie Hall stage last night and made probably the most brilliant young 
debut in the recent past…the violinist evidenced not one lapse from the highest 
possible musical and technical standards". Subsequent to his debut, Mr. Tree has 
appeared as violin and viola soloist with the Philadelphia, Los Angeles, Balti-
more, New Jersey and other major orchestras. He has also participated in leading 
festivals, including Marlboro, Casals, Spoleto, Israel, Taos, Aspen and Santa Fe. 
Since 1964, as a founding member of the Guarneri String Quartet, Mr. Tree has 
played in major cities throughout the world. In 1983, Major Ed Koch presented 
the Quartet with the New York City Seal of Recognition, an honor awarded for 
the first time. One of the most widely recorded musicians in America, Mr. Tree 
has recorded over 95 chamber music works, including 10 piano quartets and quin-
tets with Artur Rubinstein, and 2 complete Beethoven Quartet bibles. These 
works appear on the Columbia, RCA, Sony, Philips, Nonesuch, Arabesque and 
Vanguard labels. His television credits include repeated appearances on the Today 
Show and the first telecast of Chamber Music Live from Lincoln Center. Mr. Tree 
serves on the faculty of the Curtis Institute of Music, the Juilliard School, the 
Manhattan School of Music and the University of Maryland. 
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